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Admission policy 

The guiding principle of our bilingual teaching at Lessing-Gymnasium is reflected in the 

mission statement of the International Baccalaureate. This additional offer aims at 

"educating questioning, knowledgeable and socially engaged young people who, through 

intercultural understanding and respect, contribute to creating a better and more peaceful 

world"1. The integration of the two programmes, the Abitur and the International 

Baccalaureate Diploma, at Lessing-Gymnasium thus represents a consistent continuation of 

the bilingual stream offered at Lessing-Gymnasium. For our students, this means that they 

can take the IB Diploma in addition to the national Abitur. 

In order to achieve the IB Diploma, students enter the two-year course at the beginning of 

Year 12 (Q1), which prepares them not only for the Abitur but also for the globally 

standardised IB Diploma examinations. The double qualification of Abitur and IB Diploma is a 

valuable additional qualification for our students for studies in Germany and abroad and for 

their further professional career. 

During year 10 students decide and elect which classes they attend for the final three years 

before graduation. There is a system of informing the students about the upper secondary 

opportunities and curriculums to make them competent decision makers. The information 

about the school’s IB Diploma programme is integrated into this information system. Every 

student in year 10 attends an IB Diploma information session and interested parents are 

invited to attend a special IB Diploma presentation. This information session provides a more 

precise introduction into the general characteristics of the IB Diploma prgramme, describes 

how the school implements it and explains how the IB Diploma and Abitur programmes are 

integrated. The information sessions take place about 18 months before students enter year 

12 and thus the IB Diploma programme. 

In the selection process for the IB Diploma programme one aspect we take into consideration 

is the candidate`s report card(s). Performance levels in the subjects serve as an indicator 

whether or not a candidate should be encouraged to enroll in the programme and attempt 

the double qualification Abitur and IB Diploma. Even though we do not impose the condition 

of a specific numerus clausus, grades in chosen IBDP subjects should be at least at good 

standard (or better). For admission to the IBDP above average proficiency in English is 

expected in order to be able to study group 3-5 subjects in English (compare school brochure 

and IB DP information leaflet). Intensive individual counseling is provided at this point. 

 

 

 
1 https://ibo.org/about-the-ib/our-values-and-commitments/ (date of last access: 8th May 2026) 

https://ibo.org/about-the-ib/our-values-and-commitments/)
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Summary of prerequisites for IB students:  

• Students from the bilingual stream and students who spent a year at a school in an 

English speaking country are allowed to enter the IB Diploma programme. On special 

request, students with very good English language skills but without a bilingual 

background can also be accepted.  

• Excellent grades are not necessarily a prerequisite. Experience shows that it is rather 

the diligent and hard-working student who lives up to the demands of the 

programme, even if the grades are only occasionally above average.  

• The number of students in a cohort must be large enough to justify the considerable 

additional expenditure on staff and resources. The expected number of participants 

is about 10.  

• At the moment the majority of costs are covered by the City of Cologne.  

• A contribution towards expenses of 250€ per student and academic year is charged 

by the City of Cologne. In addition, IB students must pay for part of the teaching 

material they need.  
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