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Academic Integrity Policy 

1. Principles of Academic Integrity at Lessing-Gymnasium 

Academic integrity is essential in at least three different ways: 

• It is an absolute prerequisite of the scientific quest for knowledge. Without it science is reduced to an 

absurd exercise in the service of personal gain. 

• Academic honesty is the basis of all cultural production. If intellectual property is not respected and 

authorship not acknowledged, cultural production will eventually dry up. 

• In the context of the IB Diploma Programme, academic honesty is the foundation of the value of the IB 

Diploma. Without it, the IB Diploma would soon be reduced to the value of the paper it is printed on. 

According to the principles stated above academic honesty is more than observing a set of rules. In fact, it is an 

attitude of personal integrity, which is revealed in good practice that rests on a set of certain skills, which have to 

be acquired during the IB diploma course and the years preceding it. 

At Lessing-Gymnasium the expectations on the personal integrity and acceptance of rules of our students are 

defined in the school's mission statement: 

Whilst taking into consideration their own needs, students must also accept clear boundaries when it comes 

to behaviour which has the potential to harm others or their working environment. Lessing Gymnasium 

welcomes every student who wants to fulfil their learning potential and uphold their responsibilities as a 

student. 

Respect for others corresponds with the category "principled" within the IB learner profile. If a student acts "with 

a strong sense of fairness, justice and respect for the dignity of the individual" (IB Learner Profile) he/she will 

recognize the intellectual property of others in his work e.g. presentations, essays, lab reports, portfolios, reading 

logs. 

Hence, the expectations formulated in the Academic Integrity Policy show in our school mission statement and are 

communicated at age appropriate levels from lower to senior school so that every student at our school 

understands  

• their responsibility for producing authentic and genuine individual and group work 

• how to correctly attribute sources, acknowledging the work and ideas of others 

• the responsible use of information technology, AI tools and social media 

• how to observe and adhere to ethical and honest practice during examinations.1 

  

 
1 Quoted from: IBO, Academic Integrity, 2019, p. 3. 
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2. Definition of Academic Honesty 

The following categories constitute malpractice: 

i. plagiarism: i.e. "as the representation, intentionally or unintentionally, of the ideas, words or work of 

another person without proper, clear and explicit acknowledgment2" 

ii. collusion, i.e. "supporting malpractice by another candidate, as in allowing one’s work to be copied or 

submitted for assessment by another" 

iii. duplication of work i.e "the presentation of the same work for different assessment components and/or 

diploma requirements" 

iv. any other behaviour "that gains an unfair advantage for a candidate or that affects the results of another 

candidate (for example, taking unauthorized material into an examination room, misconduct during an 

examination, falsifying a CAS record)."3 

v. unacknowledged or unauthorized use of artificial intelligence (AI) tools, including presenting AI-generated 

text, images, code, data, translations or ideas as one’s own work 

 

3. School practices to avoid malpractice 

The basic principle of academic honesty is made an integral part of teaching and learning from Year 5 onwards. 

Ideas and visuals taken from books, documents whether in print or digital must be acknowledged and included in 

an obligatory list of sources, e.g at the end of a handout for a presentation. Examples must be provided which are 

suitable for the students' age. 

Guidance on the boundaries between "collaboration" and "collusion" e.g. in experimental subjects such as Biology, 

Chemistry can be found in the appropriate subject guides and are explained to students 

Responsible use of artificial intelligence (AI) tools 

AI tools may support learning, research and drafting when their use is explicitly permitted by the teacher and when 

they are used in line with the principles of academic integrity. They must not replace the student’s own thinking, 

subject knowledge, research, analysis or final authorship. 

Students must follow these rules when using AI tools: 

• AI tools may be used only if the task instructions or the teacher allow their use. If students are unsure, they 

must ask before using them. 

• Any use of AI that influences the submitted work must be acknowledged clearly. The acknowledgement 

should include the tool used, the date of use, the purpose of use and the part of the work affected by AI 

assistance. 

• Students remain fully responsible for the accuracy, quality, originality and academic honesty of their work. 

AI-generated content must be checked critically and may not be used as a substitute for reliable sources or 

correct citation. 

 
2 Quoted from: Academic integrity policy, 2019, updated 2023, p. 45 
3 Quoted from: IB Guidelines on academic honesty, 2009, updated 2011, p.3 
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• AI tools must not be cited as authors. Where AI has supported the process, students should add a short 

“Use of AI” note and cite all human-authored sources in the required referencing style. 

• Students must not submit AI-generated content, AI-generated translations, paraphrases, calculations, 

images, code or data as their own work without clear acknowledgement and substantial individual 

contribution. 

• Students must not enter personal, confidential or assessment-sensitive information into AI tools unless this 

has been explicitly approved by the teacher and complies with data protection requirements. 

• For class tests, papers and examinations, the use of AI tools, internet-connected devices or electronic 

assistance is prohibited unless the task instructions explicitly allow it. 

• Teachers should make clear for each assessment whether AI tools are not allowed, allowed for limited 

support, or allowed for specific stages of the process. They may ask students to provide drafts, notes, source 

lists, planning documents or AI-use records to verify the authenticity of the work. 

• Unacknowledged, misleading or unauthorized use of AI is considered malpractice and will be handled 

according to the procedures described in this policy. 

Preparation for more advanced research work in the senior school: 

1) Workshops for all students in preparation for their Extended Essay in Year 11 are conducted by German 

teachers and focus on 

• finding suitable print media so as to avoid using such sources as Wikipedia 

• quoting sources, using footnotes, creating a bibliography 

• responsible and transparent use of AI tools (e.g. ChatGPT, Claude, Perplexity, Copilot, Gemini) 

2) Provision of a suitable support document4 to which students can refer while writing their Extended Essay 

which offers appropriate guidelines for the subject in question e.g. MLA 

3) Information and guidance on the consequences of malpractice 

  

 
4 IBO, Effective citing and referencing, 2022. 
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Support system for the Extended Essay: 

The choice of topic should if possible be taken from the student's own learning environment; standard topics should 

be avoided. 

The writing process is monitored. Deadlines are set and have to be kept during the writing process (compare 

extended essay progress report). Students have to show a certain amount of text and the bibliography at set times 

in order for the supervisor to be able to determine and point out if there appear to be any signs of malpractice.  

To underline the importance of the principles of academic honesty the students sign the declaration on the IB DP 

internal assessment cover sheet or a corresponding declaration and attach it to any work e.g. presentation, essay 

which is handed in for marking. 

Class tests, papers, exams 

The main principles outlined above play a central role in assessment in a supervised environment. Students are 

shown the importance of doing their own work on such occasions. Teachers / the school should encourage good 

practice and should aim to prevent malpractice by  

• preparing students effectively 

• setting tasks that can be successfully completed 

• ensuring enough space between tables as far as this is possible 

• if necessary using A/B tasks 

• reminding students to place all electronic devices (smart phones, smart watches, smart glasses,…) into their 

smartphone pouches, lock these pouches and place them into their bags. 

 

4. Procedures in the case of malpractice 

Procedures in the case of malpractice under supervised conditions 

Guidelines: ASchO /APOGOSt 5 

IB academic integrity policy 

1) during exams 

• appropriate measures are taken according to national curriculum regulations / IB exam regulations 

• appropriate authority (form teacher / subject teacher / head of school / IBCA) is informed 

2) during marking 

• appropriate measures are taken according to national curriculum regulations / IB exam regulations 

• appropriate authority (form teacher / subject teacher / head of school / IBCA) is informed 

In all cases, form teachers, Year tutors, the IB coordinator are to be informed about students who have copied, 

used cribs, electronic help… and of the measures taken so that if this occurs again, further sanctions can be 

implemented. 

 
5 Allgemeine Schulordnung / Ausbildungs- und  Prüfungsordnung für die gymnasiale Oberstufe: These are official documents 

which among other things provide regulations for handling cases of academic dishonesty. 
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Procedures in other cases of suspected malpractice  

3) assessment of work such as Extended Essay, Historical Investigation, Biological / Chemical Investigation, 

Mathematical exploration, commentaries, TOK Essay, Language A HL Essay, or any other internal or external 

assessment for the IB DP 

a. IB-Coordinator is informed 

b. Suspicion is discussed 

c. Candidate is interviewed 

d. Depending on the seriousness of the case / the extent of the malpractice  

• the work is (not) accepted 

• resubmission for first-time offenders is allowed within the deadlines set by the school / IB 

 

Cologne, 4 May 2026 (date of most recent review) 
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Declaration of Academic Honesty 

 

I, ______________________________________________, by signing this Declaration of Academic Integrity, 

hereby declare that all work submitted by me for assessment will be my own authentic work, including any 

permitted use of AI tools, which I will acknowledge transparently. 

I also declare that I have read, understood and agree to abide by all of the terms in the Lessing-Gymnasium’s 

Academic Integrity Policy (updated 2026), including the rules on the responsible use of AI, and IBO Academic 

Integrity Policy. 

I understand that if, at any time, I am unclear as to the meaning and/or implication of any item in the policies, or 

am unclear as to what constitutes academic dishonesty; it is my responsibility to ask for clarification from either my 

teacher(s) or the IB Coordinator. 

Furthermore, I fully understand that if I violate any terms of the Lessing-Gymnasium or IBO’s Academic Honesty 

Policy, I may face the consequences as set out in the IBO Academic Integrity Policy 2019 (updated March 2023). 

 

_____________________________________________________  ________________ 

Student's signature        Date 

 

____________________________________________________ 

Parent's/Legal Guardian's printed name and signature 


