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Inclusion Policy 

Creating an inclusive environment 

Lessing-Gymnasium is a state secondary school which can admit any student to Year 5 whose academic ability 

has been assessed as appropriate for this type of school by his/her primary school. Within this framework 

the school aims to encourage and develop each student's individual needs and realize his/her personal 

potential. It is explicitly stated in the school mission statement that 

"Students, teachers and parents at Lessing Gymnasium consider one another to be individual personalities 

and each strives to treat others accordingly. We are fully aware that teachers and teenagers do not only learn 

cognitively, but also emotionally and socially. Only when all these three components are considered can good 

quality learning be achieved." 

In other words the school aims to be friendly and welcoming. It encourages the readiness to respect others 

and to build up interest in new fields of knowledge.  

In order to support each individual personality and allow each student to live up to his / her learning potential, 

differentiation is one of the guiding principles of teaching at Lessing-Gymnasium. 

Differentiation 

The right to individual support is one of the guiding principles that our teaching is based on. Therefore, two 

inherently different types of differentiation are put into practice in response to the diverse learning needs of 

our students. The first type concerns the teaching methods applied inside the classroom whereas the second 

meets the individual needs, strengths and learning potentials of our students by offering different streams, 

options and courses. The underlying idea is to offer additional support wherever it is needed and to supply 

enrichment to develop personal strengths and potentials. 

Differentiated instruction inside the classroom is a principle applied by all teachers and in all subjects. 

Learning units always provide a range of different learning approaches, students are given a choice between 

different assignments whenever possible and individual feedback helps students to understand and develop 

their own learning process. Learning how to learn is understood to be the key to lifelong individual learning. 

Differentiated courses and options are offered to our students at various levels. Throughout the middle 

school years Lessing-Gymnasium caters for the individual strengths of our students by offering four different 

streams that provide additional teaching in either natural sciences or humanities or English as a foreign 

language through bilingual teaching. In addition to this students can choose between French and Latin as a 

second foreign language in Year 7 and they are given a range of optional courses to choose from in Year 9. 

At senior school level students choose their subjects from a wide range of courses mostly offered at two 

levels according to their personal strengths and interests. In addition to this, students that encounter learning 

difficulties are supported in remedial courses whereas gifted students that need additional challenges are 

offered additional options such as extracurricular activities, language certificates, courses at university or the 

IB diploma program. 

 



 
Lessing – Gymnasium 

 
 

2 

 

When it comes to assessing the performance of students each student should be able to show his full 

potential. Thus the special needs of students are catered for by technical equipment, an extension of the 

working time or other suitable means to balance out disadvantages (compare assessment policy and chapter 

below: Inclusive arrangements). 

Reducing Barriers to Learning 

Lessing-Gymnasium is committed to identifying and reducing barriers that may hinder students’ full 

participation in learning and school life. In line with the principles of inclusive education and the IB 

philosophy, the school recognizes that barriers to learning may arise from a variety of factors, including 

language background, learning diversity, social or emotional needs, health circumstances, or temporary 

challenges. 

The school therefore aims to create learning environments that are flexible, accessible, and responsive to 

individual student needs. Teachers are encouraged to anticipate potential barriers during the planning 

process and to provide appropriate support through differentiated instruction, scaffolding strategies, varied 

assessment formats, and the use of supportive technologies where appropriate. 

Inclusive classroom practices at Lessing-Gymnasium include: 

• providing clear structures and instructions,  

• offering multiple ways of accessing and demonstrating learning,  

• adapting materials and tasks when necessary,  

• allowing additional processing or working time where appropriate,  

• supporting language development across all subjects,  

• encouraging collaborative and peer-supported learning.  

The school also values close cooperation between teachers, parents, counselors, and external support 

services in order to identify learning needs at an early stage and provide appropriate support measures. The 

aim of all support arrangements is to enable students to participate as independently and successfully as 

possible in the academic and social life of the school. 

Inclusive Arrangements and Access Provisions 

Lessing-Gymnasium supports inclusive assessment and learning arrangements in accordance with the 

principles outlined in the IB Access and Inclusion Policy (updated 2023) and the regulations of the state of 

North Rhine-Westphalia. The school acknowledges that some students may require reasonable adjustments 

in order to access learning and demonstrate their knowledge and skills on an equitable basis. 

Inclusive arrangements are designed to reduce or remove barriers to learning and assessment without 

compromising academic standards or altering curriculum expectations. Such arrangements are based on the 

individual strengths and needs of students and are implemented with the goal of ensuring fairness and equal 

opportunities. 
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Possible inclusive arrangements may include: 

• additional time in assessments,  

• rest breaks,  

• use of assistive technology,  

• adapted presentation formats,  

• support for reading or writing,  

• alternative seating or testing environments,  

• differentiated materials and classroom accommodations.  

Support measures are determined through collaboration between teachers, coordinators, parents, 

counselors, and, where appropriate, external specialists. Arrangements are regularly reviewed to ensure that 

they remain appropriate and effective for the student concerned. 

The school promotes a culture in which learner diversity is viewed as a resource that enriches the educational 

environment. Inclusion is therefore understood not as a separate provision for individual students, but as a 

shared responsibility of the entire school community. 

Principles of good practice 

Affirming identity and building self-esteem 

The school welcomes and embraces students from a variety of cultural, social and linguistic backgrounds as 

stated in the school mission statement: 

"Our school is an institution comprised of students from many walks of life. We regard this ethnic diversity as 

culturally enriching." 

To develop their social skills such as respect for others and to strengthen the personality of the students, 

strategies for solving conflicts are implemented by class tutors and further developed in special seminars to 

prevent bullying and other types of violence. In order to develop and reflect on the values the school stands 

for, each student has compulsory lessons in Applied Philosophy, if they do not attend Religious Instruction. 

IB students continue such reflection when they take TOK. Students take on responsibility for and in the school 

community for example by becoming involved in the student council, acting as mediators in conflicts or 

coaches for students with learning difficulties. 

Liaising with parents takes place at parents' evenings, in individual interviews/counseling and department 

meetings. With the help of trained counselors and their contacts to different advisory services (Youth 

services, assistance for migrant families, for example) within the local community suitable support for 

students in need can often be found. 

Valuing prior knowledge 
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Since we understand that learning is a process in which new knowledge is constructed on the basis of prior 

knowledge and experiences it is a principle that all teaching must be based on the prior knowledge of the 

students. The fact that all our students are unique individuals whose prior knowledge cannot be identical 

underlines the need for differentiated learning once more. In addition to that, the importance of language 

learning cannot be overemphasized since a student cannot learn what he / she cannot understand (compare 

language policy). 

Scaffolding 

In the course of the lower and middle school students are introduced to different ways of organizing their 

work (writing, presentations e.g.). Training in such methods is carried out by the teachers in one particular 

class as well as by subject teachers for one particular subject. The school has a written method policy that 

describes what methods the students are introduced to in which subjects and at which point in their 

education. Additionally it is regular practice throughout the school to make use of strategies such as: 

 

• graphic organizers like clustering, timelines, story maps, flow charts, mind maps 

• use of templates 

• visual aids for presenting, introducing new topics 

• skills pages as reference for new types of task 

• collection of thematic vocabulary for relevant subjects / topics in second languages 

• peer teaching in small structured collaborative groups 

• small remedial groups / one-to-one tutoring 

• constructive feedback 

 

Extending learning 

On account of the fact that the vast majority of students who enroll at the school are successful in passing 

the Abitur and therefore gaining access to tertiary education, they have to be prepared for reading / writing 

academic texts. Reading of and working with different types of texts is encouraged and practised from entry 

throughout the school, while the material used becomes increasingly sophisticated and demanding. The 

students are given guidance in the use of libraries to help them to become independent readers and learners. 

 

Cologne, 11th May 2026 


