
School-No: 003089 
Teachers: de Wijn / Stoffregen / Pleus 

 

HL - History course curriculum including German curriculum (Abitur 2024-2027) 

Note: • The IB SL/HL-course curriculum is combined with the one for the German Abitur. 
 • The candidates are taught 5 hours per week throughout Q1 and Q2 (i.e. GK Geschichte bili (3) + 
 history IB (2))  
 

German curriculum History course curriculum (inclusive / exclusive)  
Q1.1 
“Nationalism, a nation-state and German identity in the 
19th and 20th century” 

1. The “German question” in the 19th century  
2. “Volk” and “nation” during the German Empire  

 
 “The modern industrial society between progress and 
crisis” 

1. The second industrial revolution (technological 
progress and socio-economic changes) and the 
development of a modern (mass) society. 

 
Paper 1: Prescribed subject 4  
 
Rights and protest 
 

- Case study 1: Civil rights movements in the 
USA 1954-65 
 

- Case study 2: Apartheid South Africa (1948-64) 
 

Paper 3: History of Europe  
13. Europe and the First World War (1871–1918) 
 
Focus on:  

✓ Source evaluation (Paper 1) 
✓  

Q1.2   
“The modern industrial society between progress and 
crisis” 

2. From imperial expansion to the first “modern” 
war in the industrial society (considering Africa)  

3. Reasons and consequences of the economic 
crisis in 1929 

 
“The time of National Socialism – preconditions, form of 
government, aftermath and interpretations” 

1. Political and ideological preconditions of 
national socialism  

2. Regime/ruling of National Socialism in Germany 
and Europe  
 

 
Paper 3: History of Europe 
15. Versailles to Berlin: Diplomacy in Europe (1919–
1945) 
 
Focus on:  

✓ Essay writing I (Paper 3) 
 

Q2.1 
“The time of National Socialism – preconditions, form of 
government, aftermath and interpretations” 

1. Political and ideological preconditions of 
national socialism  

2. Regime/ruling of National Socialism in Germany 
and Europe  

  
“Nationalism, a nation-state and German identity in the 
20th century” 

3.  “Volk” and “nation” during National Socialism 
4. Europe and the USA from the beginning of the 

19th to the mid-20th century  

 
Paper 2: World history topic 
12. The Cold War: superpower tensions and rivalries 
(20th century) 
 
Paper 3: History of Europe 
17. Post-war western and northern Europe (1945–2000) 
 
Focus on:  

✓ Essay writing (Paper 2)  
✓ Historical investigation (IA)  

 



5. Overcoming/Ending the German division during 
the peaceful revolution in 1989 

Q2.2 
“Peace treaties and arrangements in the modern era”  

1. European peace settlements after the 
Napoleonic wars  

2. International peace settlements after the First 
World War  

3. Conflicts and peace after the Second World War   
 

Paper 2: World history topic  
11. Causes and effects of 20th century wars 
 
Cross-regional wars:  

• First World War (1914–1918) 

• Second World War (1939–1945) 

• Russo-Japanese War (1904–1905) 
 
(synchronic / diachronic model and chart:  
Causes, practices, effects and respective wars)  
 
Paper 3: History of Europe (revision) 
13. Europe and the First World War (1871–1918) 
15. Versailles to Berlin: Diplomacy in Europe (1919–
1945) 
17. Post-war western and northern Europe (1945–2000) 
 
Focus on:  

✓ Essay writing II (all papers) 
✓ Synergy effects of both curricula 

 

 

Revision sessions including essay writing and mock exams (Papers 1-3) 
 

 

The HL-History topics include the following aspects: 

Paper 1: Prescribed subject 4: Rights and protest  

This prescribed subject focuses on struggles for rights and freedoms in the mid-20th century. Two 
case studies are prescribed, from two different regions of the world, and both of these case studies 
must be studied. The first case study explores the civil rights movement in the US between 1954 and 
the passing of the Voting Rights Act in 1965. The second case study explores protests against 
apartheid in South Africa. It focuses specifically on the years 1948–1964, beginning with the election 
of the National Party in 1948 and ending with the imprisonment of Nelson Mandela and his co-
defendants following the Rivonia trial in 1964. 

Case studies Material for detailed study 

Case study 1: 
 
Civil rights 
movement in the 
United States 
(1954–1965) 
 

Nature and characteristics of discrimination 

• Racism and violence against African Americans; the Ku Klux Klan; 
disenfranchisement 

• Segregation and education; Brown versus Board of Education decision 
(1954); Little Rock (1957) 

• Economic and social discrimination; legacy of the Jim Crow laws; 
impact on individuals  

 
Protests and action 

• Non-violent protests; Montgomery bus boycott (1955–1956); 
Freedom Rides (1961); Freedom Summer (1964) 

• Legislative changes: Civil Rights Act (1964); Voting Rights Act (1965) 
 

The role and significance of key actors/groups 

• Key actors: Martin Luther King Jr.; Malcolm X; Lyndon B. Johnson 



• Key groups: National Association for the Advancement of Colored 
People (NAACP); Southern Christian Leadership Conference (SCLC) 
and Student Non-violent Coordinating Committee (SNCC); the Nation 
of Islam (Black Muslims) 

 

Case study 2: 
 
Apartheid South 
Africa 
(1948–1964) 
 

Nature and characteristics of discrimination 

• “Petty Apartheid” and “Grand Apartheid” legislation 

• Division and “classification”; segregation of populations and 
amenities; creation of townships/forced removals; segregation of 
education; Bantustan system; impact on individuals 

Protests and action 

• Non-violent protests: bus boycotts; defiance campaign, Freedom 
Charter 

• Increasing violence: the Sharpeville massacre (1960) and the decision 
to adopt the armed struggle 

• Official response: the Rivonia trial (1963–1964) and the imprisonment 
of the ANC leadership 
 

The role and significance of key actors/groups 

• Key individuals: Nelson Mandela; Albert Luthuli 

• Key groups: the African National Congress (ANC); the South African 
Communist Party (SACP) and the MK (Umkhonto we Sizwe—“Spear of 
the Nation”) 

 
 

Paper 2: World History Topics  
11. Causes and effects of 20th-century wars 

This topic focuses on the causes, practice and effects of war in the 20th century. The topic explores 
the causes of wars, as well as the way in which warfare was conducted, including types of war, the 
use of technology, and the impact these factors had upon the outcome. Examination questions for 
this topic will require students to make reference to specific 20th-century wars in their responses, 
and some examination questions will require discussion of wars from more than one region of the 
world. Please note that the suggested examples for this topic include “cross-regional” wars such as 
the First and Second World Wars. In examination questions that ask students to discuss examples 
of wars from different regions, students may use these wars in a regional context (for example, the 
Second World War in the Pacific) but may not then use the same war in a different region (for 
example, the Second World War in Europe) in the same response. 

Topic Prescribed content 

Causes of war • Economic, ideological, political, territorial and other causes 

• Short- and long-term causes 

Practices of war 
and their impact 
and outcome  
 

• Types of war: civil wars; wars between states; guerrilla wars 

• Technological developments; theatres of war—air, land and sea 

• The extent of the mobilization of human and economic resources 

• The influence and/or involvement of foreign powers 

Effects of war  • The successes and failures of peacemaking 

• Territorial changes 

• Political repercussions 

• Economic, social and demographic impact; changes in the role and 
status of women 

Suggested examples 



Please note that the examples provided here are suggestions only. Teachers are free to use 
examples from this list or any other appropriate examples, depending on the particular needs and 
interests of the teacher and students. 

• Africa and the Middle East: Algerian War (1954–1962); Nigerian Civil War (1967–1970); 
Iran–Iraq War (1980–1988); North Yemen Civil War (1962–1970); First Gulf War (1990–
1991) 

• The Americas: Chaco War (1932–1935); Falklands/Malvinas War (1982); Mexican 
Revolution (1910–1920); Contra War (1981–1990) 

• Asia and Oceania: Chinese Civil War (1927–1937 and/or 1946–1949); Vietnam (1946–1954 
and/or 1964–1975); Indo-Pakistan Wars (1947–1949 and/or 1965 and/or 1971) 

• Europe: Spanish Civil War (1936–1939); the Balkan Wars (1990s); Russian Civil War (1917–
1922); Irish War of Independence (1919–1921) 

• Cross-regional wars: First World War (1914–1918); Second World War (1939–1945); Russo-
Japanese War (1904–1905) 

 
 

Paper 2: World History Topics  
12. The Cold War: Superpower tensions and rivalries (20th century)  

The Cold War dominated global affairs from the end of the Second World War to the early 1990s. This 
topic focuses on how superpower rivalries did not remain static but changed according to styles of 
leadership, strength of ideological beliefs, economic factors and crises involving client states. The topic 
aims to promote an international perspective on the Cold War by requiring the study of Cold War 
leaders, countries and crises from more than one region of the world. 

Topic Prescribed content 

Rivalry, mistrust and accord 
 

• The breakdown of the grand alliance and the emergence 
of superpower rivalry in Europe and Asia (1943–1949): 
role of ideology; fear and aggression; economic 
interests; a comparison of the roles of the US and the 
USSR 

• The US, USSR and China—superpower relations (1947–
1979): containment; peaceful co-existence; Sino-Soviet 
and Sino-US relations; détente 

• Confrontation and reconciliation; reasons for the end of 
the Cold War (1980– 1991): ideological challenges and 
dissent; economic problems; arms race 

Leaders and 
nations 
 

• The impact of two leaders, each chosen from a different 
region, on the course and development of the Cold War 

• The impact of Cold War tensions on two countries 
(excluding the USSR and the US) 

 

Cold War crises  • Cold War crises case studies: detailed study of any two 
Cold War crises from different regions: examination and 
comparison of the causes, impact and significance of the 
two crises 

 

Suggested examples 
Please note that the examples provided here are suggestions only. Teachers are free to use examples 
from this list or any other appropriate examples, depending on the particular needs and interests of 
the teacher and students. 
 



 
Examples of leaders:  
 
Truman, Stalin, Khrushchev, Nixon, Mao, Castro, Brezhnev, Reagan, Gorbachev, Nasser, Brandt  
 
Examples of Cold War crises: 
 
• Africa and the Middle East: Suez Crisis (1956); Congo (1960–1961); outbreak of Angolan Civil War 
(1975) 
 
• The Americas: Cuban Missile Crisis (1962); US intervention in Chile (1973); Contra War (1981–1990) 
Asia and Oceania: Chinese Offshore Island Crises (1954/1958); North Korean invasion of South Korea 
(1950); Soviet invasion of Afghanistan (1979) 
 
• Europe: Berlin blockade (1948–1949), Berlin Wall (1958–1961); Hungary (1956); the Prague spring 
(1968); the USSR and eastern Europe (1981–1989) 
 

 
 

Paper 3: HL Option  - 1 Region: 3 sections:  
Topic 13: Europe and the First World War (1871–1918) 
This section deals with the shorter- and longer-term origins of the First World War. It covers the 
breakdown of European diplomacy pre-1914 and the crises that occurred in international relations. It 
covers how the practice of war affected the military and home fronts. The section also investigates 
reasons for the Allied victory/Central Powers’ defeat. 
 
 • European diplomacy and the changing balance of power after 1871; imperial  
  expansion in Africa and Asia, and its impact on European diplomacy; the  
  Congress of Berlin and European Alliance system 
 • Foreign policy of Kaiser Wilhelm II: domestic conditions that impacted on  
  German foreign policy; its impact/influence on other countries, including  
  Britain, France, Russia and Austria-Hungary 
 • Causes of the First World War: short- and long-term causes; relative   
  importance of causes; the Alliance system; the decline of the Ottoman   
  Empire; German foreign policy; Austria-Hungary, Russia and Balkan   
  nationalism; the arms race and diplomatic crises; the July Crisis of 1914 
 • Impact of the First World War on civilian populations of two countries from  
  the region between 1914 and 1918 
 • Factors leading to the defeat of Germany and the other Central Powers, and  
  to the victory of the Entente Powers: strategic errors; economic factors; entry and 
  role of the US; domestic instability in the Central Powers 
 
 

Topic 15: Versailles to Berlin: Diplomacy in Europe (1919–1945) 
This section addresses international relations in Europe from 1919 to 1945 with initial emphasis on the 
Paris Peace Settlement: its goals, impact and the problems relating to its enforcement. The section 
covers attempts to promote collective security and international cooperation through the League of 
Nations and multilateral agreements (outside the League mechanism), arms reduction and the pursuit 
of foreign policy goals without resort to violence. This section also addresses the individual foreign 
policies of Italy, Germany, France, Britain and Russia/Soviet Union, looking at the aims, issues and 
success of each one. It concludes with a study of the Second World War, looking particularly at the 
impact of the war and the reasons for German defeat and Allied victory. 
 



 • Peace settlements (1919–1923): Versailles; Neuilly; Trianon; St. Germain; and  
  Sèvres/Lausanne—aims, issues and responses 
 • The League of Nations and Europe: successes and failures; the search for  
  collective security; developments in the successor states of central and  
  eastern Europe 
 • Italian and German foreign policies (1919–1941): aims, issues and extent of  
  success 
 • Collective security and appeasement (1919–1941): aims, issues and extent of  
  success; role of British, French and Russian/Soviet foreign policies (1919–1941); 
  Chamberlain and the Munich Crisis 
 • Causes of the Second World War and the development of European conflict  
  (1939–1941); the wartime alliance (1941–1945); reasons for Axis defeat in 1945 and 
  for Allied victory; role of economic, strategic and other factors 
 • Impact of the Second World War on civilian populations in any two countries  
  between 1939–1945 
 

 

Topic 17: Post-war western and northern Europe (1945–2000) 
This section explores events in post-war western Europe and its recovery in the second half of the 20th 
century. In some cases the section examines the transition from authoritarian to democratic 
government. It requires examination of the social, political and economic issues facing states, and the 
methods used to cope with the challenges, either within individual states or in the move towards a 
system of European integration, in pursuit of mutually acceptable political, economic and foreign-
policy goals. 
 

• Breakdown of the wartime alliance; emergence of the Cold War and its impact on 
Germany; division of Germany 

• Post-war problems and political and economic recovery in western Europe: 
devastation and debt; reconstruction of France and West Germany (1945–1963) and 
the impact of the Marshall Plan; role of Adenauer; the German “economic miracle”; 
role of de Gaulle; “Les Trente Glorieuses” in France 

• West Germany (1963–1990): domestic policies; challenge of Baader Meinhof 
Group/Red Army Faction; reunification, role and policies of Kohl; social and cultural 
change in West Germany from 1949 to 1990 

• Spain: Franco’s regime and the transition to, and establishment of, democracy under 
Juan Carlos up to 1982; political, economic and social developments in Spain (1982–
2000) 

• Case study of political, social and economic changes in one western or northern 
European country (other than France, the Federal Republic of Germany and Spain) 
between 1945–2000 

 


