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* All Diploma Programme courses are designed as two-year learning experiences. However, up to two standard level subjects, excluding languages ab initio and pilot subjects, can be completed in 
one year, according to conditions established in the Handbook of procedures for the Diploma Programme. 
 

1. If you will be teaching language B higher level, identify the two works of literature to be studied. 

 

Two out of the following: The Great Gatsby by F. Scott Fitzgerald, The Circle by Dave Eggers or a thematically similar dystopian novel, The Crucible or Death of a Salesman by 
Arthur Miller, 

 

2. Course outline 

– Use the following table to organize the topics to be taught in the course. If you need to include topics that cover other requirements you have to teach (for example, national syllabus), make sure that you 
do so in an integrated way, but also differentiate them using italics. Add as many rows as you need. 

– This document should not be a day-by-day accounting of each unit. It is an outline showing how you will distribute the topics and the time to ensure that students are prepared to comply with the 
requirements of the subject. 

– This outline should show how you will develop the teaching of the subject. It should reflect the individual nature of the course in your classroom and should not just be a “copy and paste” from the subject 
guide. 

– If you will teach both higher and standard level, make sure that this is clearly identified in your outline. 



 
 

 

 Topic 
(as identified in the IB subject guide) 
State the topics in the order you are 
planning to teach them. 

Contents Resources 
List the main resources to be used, 
including information technology if 
applicable. 

Year 1  
The UK in the 21st century – A 
Kingdom United? (Identities, 
Experiences)  
 

UK history; tradition and change in politics and society; 
monarchy and modern democracy; multicultural society  
  
   
Beliefs and values/Subcultures / Language and identity  
What constitutes an identity?  
  
Customs and traditions / Migration  
How would living in another culture affect your world view?  
  
  
Knowledge and Language:  
key language ideas (connotation, denotation…), purpose of 
language  

• Cornelsen textbook: Context  
• newspaper articles (e.g. The 

Guardian, The Observer etc.)  
 

• political speeches (e.g. by Winston 
Churchill, Margaret Thatcher, Boris 
Johnson, Jeremy Corbyn, Nigel 
Farage, David Cameron, Theresa 
May, Keir Starmer, Rishi Sunak, etc.) 

 
 
 

• podcasts (e.g. BBC etc.)  
 

• video clips/interviews (e.g. BBC, 
Youtube etc.)  
 



 
 

 

The USA – Still 
a promised land? (Identities, Social 
Organization)  

American history; American society; American dream and 

nightmare; immigration; beliefs, values and norms; 

migration; population diversity; subcultures; intercultural 
assimilation;  racism, prejudice and discrimination  
  
Lifestyles / Beliefs and values  
How do language and culture contribute to form our 
identity?  
  
Social relationships / Community  
What is the individual’s role in the community?  / What role 
do rules and regulations play in the formation of a society?  
  
  
CAS: Creating an exhibition for the school community: Black 
lives matter – the fight continues (1960s-2020)  
  
  
TOK: Knowledge and Language: 
(understanding limits of translation, translation versus 
mediation)  
Knowledge and Religion: 
(understanding Puritans, [modern ] witch hunts)  

• Cornelsen textbook: Context  
 

• historical documents (e.g. 
Declaration of Independence, Bill of 
Rights etc.)  
 

• political speeches (e.g. by Abraham 
Lincoln, Martin Luther King, George 
W. Bush, Bill Clinton, Barack Obama, 
Hillary Clinton, etc.)  
 

• Internet research on e.g. the Civil 
Rights Movement  
 

• documentaries on e.g. Hispanic 
Americans (e.g. CNN, FOX NEWS, 
ABC, Youtube etc.)  
 

• video clips / interviews (e.g. CNN, 
ABC, Youtube etc.)  
 

• newspaper articles (e.g. The NY 
Times, TIME etc.)  
 

• novel: e.g.The Great Gatsby  
 



 
 

 

Nigeria – Voices from the African 
Continent (Experiences)  

colonialism; independence; religion and religious conflicts; 
post-colonialism; economic development; women’s rights;  
 language and cultural identity; self-identity; minorities; 
social and/or political structures; social behavior and 
stances; nationalism, patriotism, fanaticism   
  
Customs and traditions /Life stories / Migration / Holidays 
and travel  
How does travel broaden our horizons? / How and why do 
different cultures mark important moments in life? / How 
would living in another culture affect our worldview? / How 
does our past shape our present or future?  
  
  
CAS: Book Club (contemporary Nigerian literature; book 
presentations)  
  
TOK: Knowledge and indigenous societies  
(understanding Nigerian ethnic groups)  

• Klett textbook 
 

• extracts from (post)-colonial short 
stories, novels and films 
(e.g. Adichie: The thing around your 
neck, etc.)  
 

• newspaper articles)  
 

• video clips, Adichie TED talk  
 

• Internet research on e.g. economic 
growth, women’s issues etc.)  
 



 
 

 

My perspectives in a globalized 
world (Social Organization, Human 
Ingenuity)  

studying abroad; working in an international environment; 
competing globally  
  
Education / The working world  
What opportunities and challenges does the 21st-century 
workplace bring?  
  
  
CAS: Brochure for peer group (research at university fairs 
about studying abroad,…)  
  
TOK: Knowledge and Language:   
Identifying target groups of texts  

 
• job advertisements (e.g. advertised 

on The Guardian, The Telegraph 
etc.)  
 

• covering letters and résumés  
 

• job interviews  
 

• Internet research on scholarships 
and grants (e.g. Erasmus, Fulbright 
etc.)  

Year 2 Modern media – Tools 
or tyrants? (Social Organization, 
Sharing the Planet, Human 
Ingenuity)  

digital revolution; benefits and dangers of using social 
media; cyberbullying; privacy; individualism and 
collectivism; utopian and dystopian visions of the future  
  
  
Social relationships / Community / Education / Law and 
order  
What is the individual’s role in the community / What role 
do rules and regulations play in the formation of a society? / 
What role does language play in the society?  
Human rights / Ethics   
What ethical issues arise from living in the modern world, 
and how do we resolve them?  
Communication and media  
How do the media change the way we relate to each other?  
Technology  
How do developments in science and technology influence 
our lives?  
  
CAS: Conducting a survey on media use / cooperation with 
peer media consultants (9th grade, qualified students)  

 



 
 

 

writing and presenting reviews  
  
  
TOK: Knowledge of Politics:   
assessing/identifying authenticity of viral  movements, fake 
news, cancel culture 

 Beyond the nation – a globalized 
world (Sharing the planet)  

Elizabethan world view; universal themes and values 
(love/hate, honour, power, gender roles, etc.)   
  
  
Beliefs and values  
How do language and culture contribute to form our 
identity?  
  
Artistic expressions  
How can we learn about a culture through its artistic 
impressions?  
How do arts help us understand the world?  
  
  
CAS: Theatre Club (performances and reviews)  
  
TOK: Knowledge and Language:  

• excerpts from Shakespearean plays 
• theatre and movie adaptations 
• reviews 
• relevance of Shakespeare for a young 

audience (non-fictional texts, 
surveys)  

 
 



 
 

 

(understanding the development of language)  

Beyond the nation – a globalized 
world (Sharing the planet)  

political, economic, ecological globalization; international 
economy; the environment and sustainability; global 
warming, climate change, natural disasters, poverty and 
famine  
  
Globalization / The environment  
What challenges and benefits does globalization bring? / 
What environmental and social issues present challenges to 
the world, and how can these challenges be overcome? / 
What benefits and challenges result from changes in urban 
and rural environments?  
  
CAS: Public relation and marketing support for school 
projects (Mali Club, Schule der Zukunft  and current 
projects) 
  
TOK: Knowledge and Technology:  

 
• Cornelsen textbook: Context  

 
• newspaper articles (e.g. The Financial 

Times, The Economist etc.)  
 

• Internet research on e.g. global 
warming, international 
peacekeeping, outsourcing, 
sweatshops etc.)  
 



 
 

 

identifying sustainability  

 
 

3. IB Internal and external assessment requirements to be completed during the course 
 

Briefly explain how and when you will work on them. Include the date when you will first introduce the internal and external assessment requirements, when they will be due 
and how students will be prepared to complete them. 

 

Both the internal and external assessment requirements will be introduced at the beginning of Year 1.  
 

The internal assessment, i.e. the individual oral assessment, will take place in February of Year 2. Students will be able to demonstrate their ability to take part in an authentic discussion based on an extract 

from one of the literary works studied in class, followed by discussion based on one or more of the themes from the syllabus. The conversation will be sent in for external moderation. 

The external assessment, i.e. the written examination papers, Paper 1 (productive skills, writing: One writing task of 450–600 words from a choice of three, each from a different theme, choosing a text type 
from among those listed in the examination instructions) and Paper 2 (receptive skills, Section A: listening; Section B: reading), will be prepared and practised throughout both years of the course. They will 
take place in May of Year 2 of the DP. These papers are externally set and externally assessed. 

4. Assessment instruments to be used 
 
For IB external and internal assessment see point 3: IB Internal and external assessment requirements to be completed during the course. 



 
 

 

Additional assessment instruments as required by the national German curriculum (Abitur):  7 written exams, one oral exam (text production, listening comprehension, reading 
comprehension, mediation, speaking) 

 

5. Links to TOK - Possible TOK areas of interest are marked in purple 
 

6. Links to CAS - Opportunities for CAS activities are marked in yellow 

 
 

7. Approaches to learning  
 
Every IB course should contribute to the development of students  ’approaches to learning skills. As an example of how you would do this, choose one topic from your outline that 
would allow your students to specifically develop one or more of these skill categories (thinking, communication, social, self-management or research). 
 

Topic Contribution to the development of students   ’approaches to learning skills (including one or more skill category) 

Beyond the nation – a globalized 
world (Sharing the planet) 

Students will prepare and hold a panel discussion on the economic and ethical implications of buying clothes manufactured in sweatshops. 
The class will be divided into groups. Each group will be assigned a role/character that has a specific opinion on the topic. Students will 
research their character’s position on the issue in great detail. They will be asked to critically reflect on the quality of their resources and to 
accurately acknowledge the sources they eventually use.(skill category: research) Students will also carefully plan their communication with 
the other panelists in order to be able to argue their case persuasively (anticipate and refute counter-arguments etc.) (skill category: social, 
communication) 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

8. International mindedness 
 

Every IB course should contribute to the development of international-mindedness in students. As an example of how you would do this, choose one topic from your outline that 



 
 

 

would allow your students to analyse it from different cultural perspectives. Briefly explain the reason for your choice and what resources you will use to achieve this goal. 
 

 

Topic Contribution to the development of international mindedness (including resources you will use) 

Nigeria - Voices from the African 
Continent (Experiences) 

Students will deal with a wide range of issues that will foster the development of their international-mindedness. Apart from topics such as the 
Second Amendment in the US or the Monarchy in the UK, Nigeria is a subject that allows students to examine a number of topics from different 
cultural perspectives (religion, ethnic groups, family life and women’s rights etc.). Dealing with these matters will help students become aware of 
their own cultural biases and lenses which will enable them to reevaluate their own values and views and develop a deeper understanding and 
appreciation of cultural diversity. (skill category: thinking)  
 
Sources that will be used are listed in the Course outline above.  

9. Development of the IB learner profile 

 
Through the course it is also expected that students will develop the attributes of the IB learner profile. As an example of how you would do this, choose one topic from your 
course outline and explain how the contents and related skills would pursue the development of any attribute(s) of the IB learner profile that you will identify. 
 

Topic Contribution to the development of the attribute(s) of the IB learner profile 

 

 
Modern media – Tools or tyrants? 
(Social Organization, Sharing the 
Planet, Human Ingenuity) 

Students will study the far-reaching effects of social media including e.g. cyberbullying. The in-depth study of testimonials of victims will allow 
students to reflect on their own behavior online. They will become more aware of instances of bullying (also among their peers) and will be 
empowered to speak up for themselves and others. Consequently, the attributes of the IB learner profile fostered in these lessons are principled, 
caring, open-minded, and reflective. 

 

10. Resources 

 
Are instructional materials and other resources available in sufficient quality, quantity and variety to give effective support to the aims and methods of the courses? Briefly 
describe what plans are in place if changes are needed. 

For a (non-exhaustive) list of materials and resources used see the Course outline above. 
Additional materials, specifically tailored to teaching English B, would be welcome. 

 


