
 

Diploma Programme subject outline—English A: Literature HL 
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 Lessing-Gymnasium Köln/Cologne, Germany  
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003089 

Name of the DP subject 

(indicate the language) 

 
 English A: Literature HL 

Level 

(indicate with X) 

 

Higher 
X 

Standard completed in two years 
 

Standard completed in one year * 
  

 
Name of the teacher who 
completed this outline 

 
Silke Flüßhöh 
Marian Peek 
 

Date of IB training 2020: through colleagues who 
attended Language A: Literature 
Cat. 2 workshop (17-18 June 
2019) 

Date when outline was 
completed 

4 December 2021, revised 4 May, 2026 Name of workshop 
(indicate name of subject and workshop category) 

Language A: Literature Cat. 2 
workshop 

* All Diploma Programme courses are designed as two-year learning experiences. However, up to two standard level subjects, excluding languages ab initio and pilot subjects, can be completed in one year, 
according to conditions established in the Handbook of procedures for the Diploma Programme 

*  

1. Indicate the literary works chosen for the programme. 
1. William Shakespeare: Selected sonnets  
2. Daniel Kehlmann – Essays about literature  
3. Gabriel García Márquez: Chronicle of a Death Foretold 
4. Jenny Erpenbeck : Visitation 
5. Juli Zeh : Corpus Delicti 
6. Euripides : Medea 
7. Daniel Kehlmann : Measuring the World 

8. Reinhard Kleist : An Olympic Dream: The Story of Samia Yusuf Omar 
9. Franz Kafka : Metamorphosis  
10. Murray Schisgal : The Pushcart Peddlers 
11. Jean-Paul Sartre : No Exit  
12. Chimamanda Ngozi Adichie: Purple Hibiscus 
13. Dave Eggers: The Circle 

 



 

2. Course outline 
 

 Art and Man 

 
Authors and works 
(including Abitur 

requirements) 

Reading list 
sex/ literary form / 

country/region / 
period 

Areas of exploration 
and 

Concepts 
Contents Links to TOK Links to CAS 

 
Year 1 

William Shakespeare: 
Selected sonnets (Abitur 
requirements) 
 
 
Daniel Kehlmann – Essays 
about literature 
 
 
 
Emily Bronte: Wuthering 
Heights 
 
 

M / Poetry / UK /    
16-17 
 
 
 
M / Prose : non-
fiction / Ger/Aus /  
20-21 
 
 
F / Prose : fiction /   
UK / 19 
 
 
 

AoE: 
Readers, writers, texts 
Intertextuality 
 
Concepts: 
creativity, perspective, 
representation 

• The language of literature 

• Effect of form, language and content 
(interaction of author-reader and 
text) 

• Categories of analysis 

• Literary genres (prose : fiction and 
non-fiction, poems) 

What is the function of literature? 

• What is the proper function of 
literature—to capture a 
perception of reality, to teach 
or uplift the mind, to express 
emotion, to create beauty, to 
bind a community together, to 
praise a spiritual power, to 
provoke reflection or to 
promote social change?  

• What knowledge can be 
gained from the study of 
literature?  

• Does familiarity with literature 
itself provide knowledge and, 
if so, of what kind—knowledge 
of facts, of the author, of the 
conventions of the form or 
tradition, of psychology or 
cultural history, of oneself? 

• What knowledge can be 
gained from the study of 
literature?  

Writing, discussing 
and publishing 
reviews. 



 

 Individual and society 

 
Authors and works 

(including Abitur 
requirements) 

Reading list 
sex/ literary form / 

country/region / 
period 

Areas of exploration 
and 

Concepts 
Contents Links to TOK Links to CAS 

 Robert Seethaler : The 
tabacconist  
(Abitur requirement) 
 
 
Juli Zeh : Corpus Delicti 
 
 
Euripides : Medea 
 
 
 
 
 
 

M / Prose : fiction / 
Ger / 20-21 
 
 
 
F / Prose : fiction / 
Ger / 20-21 
 
M / Drama / Ancient 
Mediterrenean / 5BCE 

 
 
 
 
 

AoE : 
Time and space 
Intertextuality 
 
Concepts : 
Idendity, culture, 
communication, 
representation 
 

• Analysis of literary texts (prose and 
drama) 

• Literature and historical conctext  

• Individual and society 
- Characterisation  
- Possibilities of self-affirmation 

of characters 
- Relationships and constellations 

• Conflicts, relationships and their 
representation in language and 
storytelling in comparison 

Understanding literature 

• To what extent can a reader 
understand a literary text that 
was written in a context 
different from his or her own? 

• To what extent is it necessary 
to share a writer’s outlook to 
be able to understand his or 
her work? 

• Do approaches to a given time 
and place of a poet, a 
playwright or a novelist and a 
historian differ? 

Planning or visiting 
a literary 
performance. 
 
Preparing a 
presentation or a 
project with an 
international 
perspective. 



 

 Who am I?  

 
Authors and works 

(including Abitur 
requirements) 

Reading list 
sex/ literary form / 

country/region / 
period 

Areas of exploration 
and 

Concepts 
Contents Links to TOK Links to CAS 

 Harry Mulisch : The 
Assault 
 
Kazuo Ishiguro : Never let 
me go 
 
Franz Kafka : 
Metamorphosis (Abitur 
requirements) 

M / Prose : Fiction / 
Ned / 20 
 
M / Prose : Fiction / 
UK / 21 
 
M / Prose : fiction / 
Aut / 20 

AoE : 
Time and space 
Readers, writers, texts 
 
Concepts : 
Idendity, transformation, 
perspective, 
communication 
 

• Readers and characters : examples 
for different identities through 
literature 

• Characters and their development 

• Literary epochs and literary 
presentation and its influence on 
the reader 

• Blankspace and change of 
perspective 

• Graphic novels : transformation 
through graphical representation 

Literature and culture 

• How important is cultural or 
historical context to the 
production and reception of a 
literary text? 

• How do we approach literary 
texts from different times and 
cultures to our own? 

• Are some interpretations of a 
literary text better than 
others? How are multiple 
interpretations best 
negotiated? 

• To what extent do literary 
texts offer insight into another 
culture? 

• How does the meaning and 
impact of a literary text 
change over time? 

• How does language represent 
social distinctions and 
identities? 

Human rights, 
enlightenment, etc. 
as a topic for gallery 
walk : Do we live in 
an enlightened 
time ? 
 
Interviewing other 
students about 
selfaffirmation : 
Who am I ?  

Year 2 
Murray Schisgal : The 
Pushcart Peddlers 
(Abitur requirements 
 
 
Marjane Satrapi: 
Persepolis 

M / Drama / USA / 20 
 
 
 
 
F / Graphic Novel / 
Iran / 21 

https://de.wikipedia.org/wiki/Marjane_Satrapi


 

 Am I free? – Man and liberty 

 
Authors and works 

(including Abitur 
requirements) 

Reading list 
sex/ literary form / 

country/region / 
period 

Areas of exploration 
and 

Concepts 
Contents Links to TOK Links to CAS 

 Jean-Paul Sartre : No Exit 
 
 
Chimamanda Ngozi 
Adichie: Purple Hibiscus 
(Abitur requirement) 
 
 
Dave Eggers: The Circle 
(Abitur requirement) 

M / Drama / F / 20 
 
 
F / Prose : fiction / 
Nig/USA / 21 
 
 
 
M / Prose : fiction / 
USA / 21 

AoE : 
Intertextuality 
Time and space 
 
Concepts : 
Transformation, 
perspective, 
communication, culture 
 

• Liberty of man in a transformational 
comparison 

• Free will vs determination 

• Comparison of genres : 
representation of limitations typical 
for the epoch and culture and 
personal limitations 

Literature in the context of culture 
and genre 

• Lost in translation: What is 
lost in translation from one 
language to another? 

• How far can a reader 
understand a literary text 
that was written in a 
context different from his 
or her own? 

• Does knowledge of 
conventions of form and 
literary techniques allow 
for a better and deeper 
understanding of a 
literary text? 

Founding a book 
club for interested 
students in 
collaboration with 
the school library. 
 



  

3. IB Internal and external assessment requirements to be completed during the course 

 

Internal assessment requirements: 

a) The Individual Oral is first introduced formally at the beginning of the course. To prepare for the individual oral, student prepare short presentations on 
poems or other literary works, which are followed by questions by the teacher to introduce the examination format. In addition, possible global themes are 
worked out for each of the works, which can form the basis for the individual examination.  

In late June or early July, shortly before the end of the school year 1 of the IB DP, the Indidvidual Orals take place. Requirements to be met by the students 
are the ones described in the Language A: literature guide, i.e. the descriptors knowledge, understanding and interpretation (criterion A, 10 marks), analysis 
and evaluation (criterion B, 10 marks), focus and organization (criterion C, 10 marks), Language (criterion D, 10 marks). 
 

External assessment requirements: 

a) The requirements regarding the Higher Level (HL) Essay are introduced at the beginning of the course in Year 1. Students choose one work studied during the 
course that they want to analyse in greater depth. To prepare for the essay they write literary analyses in class or at home, sometimes in cooperation with 
other students. In feedback loops (peer and teacher feedback) they learn how to improve their analyses. Around February/March of year 1 of the IB DP they 
hand in a first draft of the essay. If necessary they have the chance to edit and improve their essay before handing in the final draft. 

Requirements for the Essay are the ones defined in the Language A: literature guide, i.e. the descriptors understanding and interpretation (criterion A, 5 
marks), analysis and evaluation (criterion B, 5 marks), focus and organization (criterion C, 5 marks), and language (criterion D, 5 marks). 

b) The requirements concerning Paper 1 (guided textual analysis) are the ones defined in the Language A: literature guide, i.e. the descriptors understanding 
and interpretation (criterion A, 5 marks), analysis and evaluation (criterion B, 5 marks), focus and organization (criterion C, 5 marks), and language (Criterion 
D, 5 marks). 

In class students prepare for this paper by writing literary commentaries and analyses (similar commentaries and analyses are also expected requirements for 
the Abitur examinations). Peer and teacher feedback based on the descriptors defined in the Literature A: literature guide help the students to become 
familiar with the requirements. 

c) The requirements concerning Paper 2 (comparative essay) are the ones defined in the Language A: literature guide, i.e. the descriptors knowledge, 
understanding and interpretation (criterion A, 5 marks), analysis and evaluation (criterion B, 10 marks), focus and organization (criterion C, 5 marks), 
Language (Criterion D, 5 marks).  

One focus is put on the area of exploration “Intertextuality”;to prepare for the exam the students prepare excercises and produce comparative analyses in 
this area of exploration.  

 
 



  

 

4. Approaches to learning  
 

Contribution to the development of students’ approaches to learning skills (including one or more skill category) 

All five learning skills are prominent in the course of the Language A: Literature class. 
 
The learning skill communication plays a major role when students prepare and hold their group-organised interactive orals as a starting point for working with each 
text. The same holds true for skills of social learning since working in groups successfully contributes to the students’ social skills. Moreover, on a content level, social 
implications of the texts are discussed, too. 
When working on their reflective statements and – even more so – on their literary essays, the students need to develop and refine their thinking and reasearch skills, 
for independent thinking and research of secondary sources are vital for the successful completion of these tasks. Additionally, self-management is relevant in this 
context, too, since the students need to plan and undertake their essay writing towards the final deadlines (for first and final drafts), so they need to plan carefully. 
 
In general, all five learning skills are important in other sections of the course as well. Communication is used throughout as many parts of the course include peer 
feedbacks, so social learning is involved, too; critical thinking skills are involved at almost every stage and in every topic; research skills are important when dealing 
with literary genres (part 3) or studying a literary text or a collection of poems; self-management is relevant whenever deadlines of assessment have to be met. 

 

 
 

5. International mindedness  
 

Contribution to the development of international mindedness (including resources you will use) 

Working with literary texts which were written by an author from another country and culture – and maybe from another era, too – widens the students’ horizons and 
contributes to their international-mindedness. One example is dealing with Harry Mulisch’s novel Das Attentat (The Assault) which deals with a lethal attack of Dutch 
members of the resistance on a Dutch policeman who collaborates with the German Nazi party during World War II and its effects on one of the witnesses of this 
event who loses his family in the aftermath of the attack. This content contributes to the students’ international-mindedness since it shows them events of the Nazi 
era from a different, non-German and non British/American/Australian/... (= country in the English speaking world where the students might come from) perspective. 

  



  

 

6. Development of the IB learner profile  
 

Contribution to the development of the attribute(s) of the IB learner profile 

The definition of the learner profile «open-minded» is as follows: 
They understand and appreciate their own cultures and personal histories, and are open to the perspectives, values and traditions of other individuals and 
communities. They are accustomed to seeking and evaluating a range of points of view, and are willing to grow from the experience. 

This is addressed and achieved by working with literary texts which were written by an author from another country and culture – and maybe from another era, too – 
because this widens the students’ horizons and contributes to their open-mindedness. This is for instance achieved by dealing with Harry Mulisch’s novel Das Attentat 
(The Assault) – see explanations above. 

As explained in section 5 (Approaches to learning), other attributes of the learner profile are also addressed thoughout the course such as “Communicators” (related 
learning skill: communication), thinkers (related learning skill: thinking), or “Inquirers” (related learning skill: research). 

 


